
Democrats Supporting Our Veterans

· Post 9/11 G.I. Bill.  Honorably discharged veterans with 36 months of service after September 10, 2001, and veterans with service-related disabilities with 30 consecutive days of service can use the benefit to pay for tuition, receive a basic housing allowance, and get $1,000 annually for books and supplies.  Interested veterans may also transfer their remaining Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits to their dependents.  The VA has issued $3.9 billion to 292,000 student veterans since 2009.
· Delivered Budgets Worth of Our Veterans.  The Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2010, H.R. 4899 – This bill adds over $13 billion in compensation to veterans exposed to Agent Orange during their Vietnam service.  Since 2007, Democrats secured a 60% increase in VA funding.
· Secured Advance Appropriations for Veterans Health Care.  Veterans Health Care Budget Reform and Transparency Act of 2009, P.L. 118-81.  This bill ensures the VA can plan two years out, and provide uninterrupted medical care for our veterans.  The Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill, H.R. 5822, increased appropriations for the VA to over $50 billion for fiscal year 2012, an increase of over $2 billion over fiscal year 2011.
· Increased Support for Veterans Caregiver.  Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act of 2010, P.L. 111-163.  This bill allows eligible veterans and caregivers to gain training, access to mental health counseling, and 24-hour respite care.  It also allows caregivers of veterans from operations ENDURING and IRAQI FREEDOM to receive a financial stipend, as well as travel and lodging expense associated with the veteran’s care.  
· Improved Health Care Treatment and Access.  The National Defense Authorization Act for 2008, P.L. 110-181.  This bill extended three years of benefits for Iraq and Afghanistan veterans.  It also increased funding for 8, 300 claims processors to cut down the backlog, and increase care for 193,000 veterans by increasing income thresholds.  
· Addressed Urgent Mental Health Needs of Veterans.  The National Defense Act for 2011, H.R. 5136.  This bill mandates neurocognitive assessment results be available to veterans.  Additional legislation increases funding to expedite claims processing, increased post-traumatic stress disorder research and counseling, and established a 24-hour hotline for suicide prevention.
· Strengthened VA Home Loan Program.  The Housing Recovery Act, P.L. 100-298, and Heroes Earnings and Assistance and Relief Tax Act of 2008, P.L. 110-245.  This legislation prohibits foreclosure for veterans for nine months after ending military service, increases loan limits to reflect current home prices, and provides low-interest loans to help veterans purchase homes.
· Support to our Women Veterans.  Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act of 2010, P.L. 111-163. The Act expands services for our 1.8 million women veterans and authorizes the VA to provide healthcare to their newborn infants.
· Veteran Homelessness Prevention.  End Veteran Homelessness Act of 2010, H.R. 4810.  This bill increases funding to combat homelessness among women veterans and homeless veterans with children.  It also assists homeless veterans with finding permanent housing, and provides $39 million for transitional housing beds.
· Health Care for Rural Veterans.  The Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill, H.R. 5822.  This bill provides over $39 billion in fiscal year 2012 for Community Based Outpatient Clinics for the 3.2 million rural veterans who do not have access to VA hospitals.   
· Research Efforts at VA.  Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act of 2010, P.L. 111-163.  This bill merges nonprofit research centers into multi-medical centers, and improves accountability of research corporations.  The Democrat-led Congress added $144 billion for medical and prosthetic research, a 25% increase over three years.
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